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N practically all isolated villages the Indians* education
began with their enrolment in the local church. Thus nominally
converted to Christianity, the process of civilizing them slowed
down and usually came to a stop when they were purged of their
primitive customs and cultures. Tribal songs and dances were
interdicted., idolatrous totem poles chopped down and burned,
and meaningless stripes were substituted for tofemic designs
formerly woven into their baskets. Age-old Indian marriage
ceremonies were annulled and forbidden, regulation * church
weddings made obligatory. I knew an old couple who had lived
together more than forty years in Indian wedlock, and had at
least a dozen grandchildren, who were forced to choose between a
Christian remarriage and arrest on charges of illegal cohabitation.
But not all marriages were thus sanctified, and not all matches
were made in heaven. "Parson Brown,5* a notorious character
in the north, had fallen from grace at an earlier period to become
an expert faro dealer in the periods of his sobriety and a piano-
player in dance-halls during his frequent excursions into the realms
of Bacchus. Drunk or sober, he was a gifted speaker and preached
many a stirring sermon, when in a repentant mood, in many a
saloon.
One night in Valdez the Parson was playing a piano ia the
Gold-North dance-hall where twenty or thirty squaws were
dancing with as many mineis. At length, exhilarated by wine
and rhythmic music, he was moved to quit the orchestra and
begin preaching, an undertaking he carried out so effectively that
his slightly befuddled audience was soon on its knees. In a burst
of eloquence he exhorted them to abandon their sinful, adulterous
ways; still preaching fervently, he passed among them, blessing
each couple as they knelt on the floor. When the emotional
storm had subsided it was discovered that the Parson, in blessing,
had also married them, that each squaw had a white husband*
There was considerable good-natured hilarity until it was pointed
out that the Parson was, in fact, an ordained minister, Complica-
tions arising therefrom gave reasons for many a headache.